
 

 

Top 10 Reasons Why the Netherlands 

                                

1. Specialization and strength. The philosophy department at The University of Twente in Enschede, 

Netherlands, is strong in the philosophy of technology, the strongest in the world. Spending time at a 

school with this focus and strength and made sense for me since I am a philosophy teacher at a 

technical college. It’s important to know that the philosophy of technology is a specialized area 

within philosophy, and there are relatively few philosophers who have expertise in it, especially in 

the USA. 

 

2. System structure. The Dutch system of technical education was redesigned in the 1990s. The redesign 

was based on the German system but is also similar to the American system. It can be thought of as a 

hybrid, so visiting schools in this hybrid system and comparing and contrasting aspects of them and 

the system with aspects of DCTC and The Minnesota State System has the potential to be fruitful. 

 

3. Efficiency. The eastern Netherlands is a technical education hotbed. Approximately 55,000 technical 

education students live in and attend school in Twente, a region in the eastern Netherlands with a 

population of 600,000 people. Consequently, one can get a lot of exposure to practices in technical 

education without traveling far. The three public technical related schools in the area are the 

following: 

 

a. ROC Twente, a school of 20,000 students, a public school serving technical students 

primarily ages 16-20, but also serving returning adults. 

b. Saxion University, a school of 26,000 students, which has two, four, and master’s level 

applied science programs. 

c. University of Twente, a school of 9,000 students and a research-based technical university 

similar to the University of Wisconsin Stout but also similar to Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology in some ways. The University of Twente ranks similarly to Notre Dame and 

George Washington University in world university rankings. 

 

4. Internationalization. Because of the size and location of the Netherlands, Dutch schools are interested 

in developing international relationships. In fact, ROC Twente includes the following statement in its 

Vocation and Educational Training (VET) Charter (translated by Safari plug in): 

 

In 2015 ROC van Twente received the VET Mobility Charter. This proves that the quality of our 

internationalization activities is judged to be good. We have set our goals for the next four years: 

More internationalization at 'home': intercultural lessons, interregional activities with our German 

neighbors, etc. More mobility: we want to stimulate at least 1600 students to go abroad for their 

vocational traineeship in the next four years. Excellent students and teachers can apply for 

exchange programs around the world.  

 

Clearly, this school is very interested in developing its international relationships. In addition, ROC 

Twente and Saxion University each have international officers who organize and facilitate student, 

instructor, and administrative collaboration and school visits. For all of these reasons, I imagined the 

people in the Dutch schools would be friendly. 

 

5. Location. The location of the region of Twente is convenient for also visiting schools in northwest 

Germany, and Denmark and Belgium are not far away. 

 

6. Use of Technology. The Netherlands is a country that is more progressive and advanced than most 



others in Europe in terms of its use of technology, comparable to Norway and Germany. Amsterdam 

advertises itself as the smartest city in the world in its application of technology for the improvement 

of its infrastructure and society. 

 

7. Transportation. Transportation is easy for visitors as the primary modes are public: bike, bus, train; 

and the infrastructure is designed for these. Car transportation is secondary. The country is half the 

geographic size of Minnesota with a population the size of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and North 

and South Dakota, combined. So the population is dense, and distances between cities are relatively 

small. This makes for easy transportation and efficient research. In addition, there are daily nonstop 

flights between the Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport and Schiphol, the international airport in 

Amsterdam. 

 

8. Culture. The Netherlands offers a deep cultural conditioning experience because the Dutch culture is 

quite different from that of upper Midwest America, more different from cultures in countries such as 

the U.K. or Australia. One reason for this is that the official language of the Netherlands is Dutch. 

 

9. Communication. Although the official language is Dutch, everyone in the Netherlands is capable of 

understanding and speaking English, and they are happy to do so. In some countries, people are not 

always happy to do so. Seventy percent of the programs at the University of Twente are delivered 

entirely in English. 

 

10. Legal. Laws in the Netherlands are easy to understand and predict. In some countries, this is not 

always the case. 

 


