
 

 

Top 10 Professional Highlights 

 

1. Meeting in Hengelo, Netherlands, with Jan van der Vegt, Chairman of the Board and President of 

ROC (Regional Training Center) Twente, a school of 20,000 students. Chairman Van der Vegt has a 

lot of influence on how vocational and career education is delivered in the eastern Netherlands. 

 

2. Meeting in Borne, Netherlands, with Martin Mulder, Professor Emeritus (recently retired) of 

Education and Competence Studies, Wageningen University, the Netherlands. Wageningen 

University is comparable to the University of Minnesota, St. Paul Campus, in its programs, mission, 

role, and influence. Mulder is a leading researcher of technical education in the Netherlands.  

 

3. Meeting in Deventer, Netherlands, with Dick Sweitser, Director of the Saxion Part-time school and 

Tjark Huizinga, Instructor of Learning and Innovation, supporter and researcher in the curriculum 

development project. Saxion is a technical university (a university of applied science) of 26,000 

students. The part-time school student population is around 5,000. This meeting was important 

because the Saxion part-time school is the school in the Netherlands most similar to Dakota County 

Technical College in terms of its student demographic. 

 

4. Lectures on philosopher Hannah Arendt by Nolan Gertz, Professor of Applied Philosophy, University 

of Twente. Gertz has published several books in the philosophy of technology and his knowledge of 

Arendt is extensive. The lecture was significant because it was given by a major philosopher of 

technology (Gertz) about another major philosopher of his own philosophical lineage, Arendt, who 

was the director of the philosophy program at The New School in New York City shortly before 

Gertz began his studies there. Though controversial, Arendt is thought by some to be the most 

important philosopher of the twentieth century.  

 

5. Lecture on technological optimism and mediation by Peter-Paul Verbeek, Professor of Applied 

Philosophy, University of Twente. Verbeek was anthologized before age 40 and is part of the reason 

the University of Twente philosophy department is on the world map. Verbeek offers relevant, new, 

and influential philosophy. 

 

6. Lecture on feminist approaches to philosophy of science and technology with a focus on Donna 

Haraway by Analisa Pelizza, Professor of Science and Technology Studies, University of Twente. 

This lecture was important to me because the use of gender studies to shed light on various aspects of 

technology is interesting, progressive, and because the importance of the use of gender studies in the 

philosophy of technology grows by the month. 

 

7. Philosophy Department workshop of an application for an extremely well funded European Union 

Science, Technology, and Philosophy grant. I felt I made some significant contributions to aspects of 

the application though I didn’t see the final draft. 

 

8. Post conference lecture lunch with Michael Leezenbert, professor at the University of Amsterdam, 

and Michael Karskens, Professor at Radboud University. These are the two leading Dutch scholars on 

the work of philosopher Michel Foucault. As a result of the lunch and as a result of their conference 

presentations that preceded it, I came to understand Foucault more completely. Foucault is used in the 

philosophy of technology and is also a central philosopher in the philosophy of architecture, a subject 

I will be teaching in the spring of 2020. 

 

9. Tour of ROC Twente in Hengelo with Marcel Wiggers and 12 delegates from a Chinese technical 



school. This meeting required a translator. The meeting occurred during the peak of the US China 

trade war. The Chinese visitors and I amicably discussed the war but came to no conclusions. 

 

10. Meeting with Thomas Dues in Steinfurt, Germany. Dues is the school principal of Technische 

Schulen Steinfurt, a Vocational high school/college. Germany’s system is different from the systems 

of the Netherlands and the US, so this visit provided a base for further contrast and enriched the 

sabbatical report. 

 

Honorable Mentions 

 

1. Pre-sabbatical meeting with Robert Schumer, Professor of Education and Human Development and 

Director of the National Service-Learning Cooperative Clearinghouse at University of Minnesota, and 

James Stone, Director of the National Research Center for Career and Technical Education in the 

United States. This meeting provided me with topics for research as well as a connection to Professor 

Martin Mulder in the Netherlands. 

 

2. Meeting with Rob van Wezel, Senior Policy Advisor for SBB, the Cooperation Organization for 

Vocational Education, Training and the Labor Market in the Netherlands. Within SBB, vocational 

education and training (VET) and the labor market cooperate at national, sectoral and regional levels. 

Van Wezel’s position is comparable to vice president level positions in the system office. This 

meeting was important because it gave me insight into how the Dutch system works. 

 

3. Visit and tour with Brahim Boukhari, Director, and Alex van Aalst, Business Instructor, on location 

at the Automotive Engineering Technology program at the Rotterdam Hogeschool. This program is 

similar to the Automotive Engineering Technology program art Minnesota State Mankato. This 

meeting gave me insight into how schools in the Netherlands are adapting to rapid change in 

technology. 

 

4. Colloquium lecture and dinner with guest speaker, Professor Lars Botin of Aalborg University, 

Denmark. Lecture title: “The Question Concerning Scaffolding,” a lecture about the implications of 

applying Heideggerian thinking to positive and negative aspects of the Internet. This lecture was 

especially important because it addressed how we people may respond to upcoming problems 

involving digital technology. 

 

5. Assisted in hosting the annual OZSW conference: Nederlandse Oderzoeksschool Wijsbegeerte 

(OZSW: Dutch Research School of Philosophy) National Dutch Philosophy Conference. This 

conference was held at the University of Twente in the fall of 2018. This was a wonderful opportunity 

to make initial contact with many Dutch professors of philosophy. 

 


