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MARIA NAVIDAD SANCHEZ RESENDIZ 

ACT SIX: ESSAY 1 

Act Six seeks to identify service-minded leaders who want to make their college campuses and their 

home communities better. This question has three parts: 

1. Tell us what you appreciate about your current community. 

2. Describe something you would like to change about that community. 

3. Explain how your college education will equip you to bring about the transformation you desire. 

I value family.  Within the diverse community I live in, the thing I’m most proud of is our 

commitment to one another’s well-being and safety.  These relationships are best represented for me with 

the Aztec dance group I am a part of—Kalpulli KetzalCoatlicue.  They provide cultural awareness and arts-

based classes in my community, for which I’ve been practicing for thirteen years.  One of the things that I 

value is the caring nature that every older woman in the group brings; they are always there to uplift us, to 

helps us with our regalia, or our makeup before ceremonies, just as my mother would.  Being with these 

ladies helps me understand that “it takes a village to raise a child.”  They’ve mentored me on many things; 

from relationships to political issues that affect our livelihood.  This is important because some of us are 

still new to America and are unaware of the many issues affecting us. Still, we stick together to ensure 

everyone is heard, valued, and understood even if others criminalize our very existence. 

If there was one thing I could change in my community, it would be to provide better healthcare, 

financial literacy, and basic-needs services to those I work with. Too many members in my community 

aren’t privy to healthcare options available to them and often suffer dire consequences.  Personally, my 

parents have accrued medical bills in the past with faulty providers that have cost my family a lot. This 

happens quite often with people in my community, and I’d like to inform my community about the 

various resources that are available for us. I live amongst people who live check-by-check, many of which 

also face the realities of either deportation, unemployment or something similar.  I’d like to provide basic 

budgeting, savings, and financial literacy opportunities so my community can begin empowering 

themselves and their families through economics.  Finally, I’d like to provide basic education in English 

learning, basic computer skills, and social services to members of my community, so they can take 

ownership of their lives and thrive.  

https://www.facebook.com/Ketzaldancers/
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By graduating from college, I’d be able to leverage my degree(s) to help achieve the aforementioned. I 

plan to give back through volunteering and serving as a community leader to organizations whose 

missions align with my goals.  I will inspire young women of color to become engineers and leaders.  I 

plan to assist them in uplifting their families toward higher successes to parallel my belief that “each 

generation should be better than the last.”  By achieving this, I believe the change I wish to see in my 

community will come to fruition.      
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