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Introduction

Long before the term “Green” was attached to anything and everything that was good for the environment the term “Green
Industry” was coined by the landscape industry as a catchall phrase to describe all of those involved from the growing of plant
materials to the design, installation and maintenance of our landscapes. Well as it turns out our “Green Industry” is often not so
green after all. Deeply ingrained perceptions of what a well cared for and socially acceptable landscape should look like are based
on historical precedent and are in direct conflict with a more sustainable and ecological approach to landscape design.
Conventional landscape practices that place a priority on beauty and man’s control of nature above all else are in fact some of the
most wasteful and consumptive practices around.

The “Green Industry” which | will expand to include all crop producing sectors of the agricultural industry as well is at a
crossroads. Just as the American automotive industry did for years, many in the “Green Industry” will follow the path of least
resistance and continue to provide landscape products and services that are unsustainable and detrimental to our health and that
of the environment. Others in the “Green Industry” will awaken to the growing call for change and lead the way to a sustainable
future that works in harmony with the environment rather than against it and provides greater abundance and beauty than ever
before.

Education will play a vital role in the shift to really going “Green” as college and university horticulture programs are responsible
for educating and training the future leaders in the “Green Industry”. Many of these programs need to change the focus away from
ecologically sterile landscapes that function solely as eye-candy to landscapes that operate on multiple levels and include
everything from producing home grown fruits and vegetables to harvesting rain water, and in order to be successful, are
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Issues:

U4 The not so green “Green Industry” needs to change its ways in a rapidly changing world of heightened environmental awareness.
U Curriculum updates and outdoor lab spaces need to reflect the growing trend towards more sustainable and productive
landscapes allowing students the hands-on experiences vital to a technical education.

U The existing outdoor lab space dedicated to hedge plots and landscape construction projects is outdated, underutilized and in
need of major renovation.

Opportunities:

U To create a dynamic living laboratory that allows students opportunities to observe, research, plan and construct landscapes and
landscape features that embody concepts of sustainability.

U Many opportunities exist for students in other programs (architecture, concrete masonry, electrical, interior design, graphics...) to
play an active role in its final design and development.

U The DCTC Sustainability Showcase building could be built within the garden / lab area with each entity benefiting from the other.
UThe garden and lab area could be used by the greater campus community such as food for the cafeteria or a place to take a lunch
break outside.

QThe garden further strengthens DCTC’s commitment to campus-wide greening initiatives as stated in the President’s signing of the
American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment in June of 2007.
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Ten Principles for More Productive and Sustainable Landscapes

The overriding principle of any sustainable project is to always be thinking:

Incorporating the following principles into every landscape setting will result in productive and
sustainable landscapes that are beautiful and socially acceptable as well.
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Design Principle #1 — Reduce the amount of traditional lawn
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Design Principle #2 — Use native plants
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Design Principle #3 — Reduce the amount of impervious services
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Design Principle #4 — Capture and store stormwater on site
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Design Principle #5 — Use vegetation to modify the micro-climate
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Trees are often planted to fulfill the desire for a burst of spring color, sweetly scented flowers or brilliant display of fall foliage. Few
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Design Principle #6 — Protect and restore existing soils

studyzone.org

Healthy soils are what make our very sustenance possible. Without this thin layer of living matter our very survival is compromised.
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Design Principle #7 — Reduce waste through composting
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Design Principle #8 — Plant trees, shrubs and gardens that produce food
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Design Principle #9 — Consider the full environmental impact of building materials
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Design Principle #10 — Spread the word
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This past spring the White House
embarked on an ambitious plan to convert
a large portion of the South Lawn into a
food producing garden. Prodded on by a
general public concerned about the state of
the environment, our food supply and the
economy, President Obama and his wife
willingly agreed to the endeavor. The
1,100-square-foot White House garden will
include 55 kinds of vegetables, including
peppers, spinach and arugula. There will
also be berries, herbs and two hives for
honey that will be tended by a White House
carpenter who is also a beekeeper. White
House chefs will use the produce to feed
the first family, as well as for state dinners
and other official events.

Michelle Obama: “We want to use it as a
point of education, to talk about health
and how delicious it is to eat fresh food,
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Garden/Garden is a “real life” demonstration garden composed of two adjacent front
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The Numbers Speak for Themselves
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PECPLE'S (ARDEN CONCEPT PLAN
PHASE ONE ORLaANIC VEGETABLE (ARDEN
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In honor of Earth Day, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack declared the
entire grounds at the USDA Jamie L. Whitten Building as 'The People's
Garden' and unveiled plans to create a sustainable landscape on the
grounds.

The People's Garden is designed to provide a sampling of USDA's
efforts throughout the world as well as teach others how to nurture,
maintain and protect a healthy landscape. If practiced, these garden
concepts can be the general public's, government's, or business'
contribution to providing healthy food, air, and water for people and
communities.

http://www.usda.gov/peoplesgarden
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View to south side of main
building with gravel service
road, deck, patio and
grilling area in foreground

View to greenhouses and
south building entrance
with asphalt driveway in

foreground

Assortment of existing deck
structures and picnic tables
adjacent to Amur Maple
hedgerow

View to southwest through
canopy of existing trees
with railroad conductor
training tracks in
background
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Side view showing, greenhouse, shed and porch
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Resources

Books

Hemenway, Toby. Gaia’s Garden White River Junction, Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing Company

Jacke, Dave. Edible Forest Gardens White River Junction, Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing Company

Coleman, Eliot. Four-Season Harvest White River Junction, Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing Company

Mollison, Bill. Permaculture: A Designers Manual Tyalgum, Australia: Tagari Publications

Poisson, Leandre and Gretchen. Solar Gardening White River Junction, Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing Company

Internet Resources

Permaculture Institute http://www.permaculture.org/nm/index.php/site/classroom/
Sustainable Sites Initiative http://www.sustainablesites.org/human/
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http://www.permacultureactivist.net/articles/articles.htm
http://www.cityfarmer.org/

