
All-Minnesota Academic 
Team Celebration Agenda

Friday, March 25, 2011 • 12-2:30 p.m. • Eagan, Minn.

Recognition Program
	 12 p.m. 	R egistration and Buffet Lunch

	 12:45 p.m.  	 Welcome and Introductions
			   Ronald E. Thomas, President, Dakota County Technical College

	 1 p.m.  	R emarks
	 		  Richard  W. Davenport, President, Minnesota State University, Mankato
			   Michael Vekich, Board of  Trustees, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
			   James McCormick, Chancellor, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities

	 1:30 p.m.  	R ecognition of Students
			   Linda Tetzlaff, Regional Coordinator, Phi Theta Kappa Minn-Wi-Kota

	 2:15 p.m. 	R ecognition of New Century Scholar
			   Linda Tetzlaff, Regional Coordinator, Phi Theta Kappa Minn-Wi-Kota

	 2:30 p.m. 	C losing Remarks and Adjournment
			   Ronald E. Thomas, President, Dakota County Technical College



Financial Support
The following colleges have contributed money to support the members of  the 

2010-2011 All-Minnesota Academic Team in their future endeavors:

Alexandria Technical & Community College

Anoka-Ramsey Community College

Anoka Technical College

Central Lakes College

Century College

Dakota County Technical College

Inver Hills Community College

Lake Superior College

Minneapolis Community & Technical College

Minnesota State College - Southeast Technical

Minnesota State Community & Technical College

Minnesota West Community & Technical College

Normandale Community College

NE* - Itasca Community College

NE* - Mesabi Range Community & Technical College

Northland Community & Technical College

Ridgewater College

Riverland Community College

Rochester Community & Technical College

Saint Paul College

South Central College

*NE stands for Northeast Higher Education District, a consortium of  five state colleges: 
Hibbing, Itasca, Mesabi Range, Rainy River and Vermillion.



A BRIEF HISTORY
The All-State Academic Team was introduced nearly 20 years ago to honor and recognize two-year college 

students for their leadership, academic achievement, and community and college service.

In 1994, state academic teams were introduced as a way to provide scholarships and scholastic recognition 

to Phi Theta Kappa members while promoting excellence at two-year colleges. The state academic teams are 

a division of  the Academic All-American Team for Community, Technical and Junior College Students, an 

international program sponsored annually by Phi Theta Kappa, USA Today, and the American Association 

of  Community Colleges.

Minnesota’s public community and technical colleges are proud to be part of  a tradition that showcases the high 

achievements of  students who are committed to success in the classroom and service to their communities. 

By  recognizing these students, Minnesota demonstrates a commitment to scholarship and community 

service as essential objectives in the state’s public community and technical colleges.

PHI THETA KAPPA
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, symbolizes excellence in higher 

education and a commitment to students. 

Phi Theta Kappa has recognized and encouraged scholarship among two-year college students for 80 years, 

providing stimulation and enrichment while promoting the academic integrity of  the associate degree program. 

For these reasons, the American Association of  Community Colleges has designated Phi Theta Kappa the 

official honor society for two-year colleges.



THANK YOU
Thank you to all of  the participating two- and four-year colleges, the Minnesota State Colleges and 

Universities Office of  the Chancellor, and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of  Trustees 

for their support of  the 2010-2011 All-Minnesota Academic Team Celebration. Providing these outstanding 

students with this type of  recognition is a great testament to what we do, and we appreciate the contributions 

you have made to make today possible.

Thank you to all the faculty, staff, friends, and families of  the members of  the 2010-2011 All-Minnesota 

Academic Team. Your support of  these students was undoubtedly a critical element in helping them achieve 

their goals, and we recognize your  commitment to helping them find success. As they continue to pursue 

their academic and career goals, we hope that you will continue to support them and perhaps be inspired to 

pursue your own dreams just as they have pursued theirs.

Finally, thank you to all the members of  the 2010-2011 All-Minnesota Academic Team. Not only has 

the hard work and dedication you have given to pursuing your degree while also being an asset to your 

community, friends, and family helped you reach your personal and academic goals, but it has also advanced 

your community and technical college’s mission of  producing high-quality graduates and citizens. Stories 

such as yours are truly demonstrative of  the power community and technical colleges have to transform 

lives. Thank you for the pride you bring to your college, your families, your friends, and yourselves. We are 

so proud of  your accomplishments, and we wish you the best as you continue your journey.



All-MinnESOTA ACADEMIC TEAM
Listed alphabetically by school

Alexandria Technical & Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Mariah Tvrdik
Alexandria Technical & Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Kelsey Warren
Anoka-Ramsey Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Alison Moen
Anoka-Ramsey Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Jeanne Wigant
Anoka Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Noel Lutsey
Anoka Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 LeAnn Santana
Central Lakes College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lacy Johnson
Century College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Stacy Nelson
Century College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Patricia Whetstone
Dakota County Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Awbre Henry
Dakota County Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Joyce Ludwig
Inver Hills Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Wanda Ortmann
Inver Hills Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Katherine Pelletier
Lake Superior College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Keegan Jacobson
Lake Superior College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Ellen Seibel
Minneapolis Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Kariim Adam
Minneapolis Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Geoffrey Dittberner
Minnesota State College - Southeast Technical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Abbie Dille
Minnesota State Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             DeNell Peterson
Minnesota State Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Mari Beth Reitmeier
Minnesota West Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Robin Jones
Minnesota West Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Sarah Suby
Minnesota West Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Dayton Williamson
Normandale Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Toby Pegors
Normandale Community College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Elizabeth Schecter
NE* Higher Education District - Itasca. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Eric Diep
NE* Higher Education District - Itasca. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Katherine Marking
NE* Higher Education District - Mesabi Range. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Erin Gentilini
Northland Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Houston Kirkeide
Northland Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Jason Misialek
Northland Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Andrew Perry
Northland Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Travis Surface
Ridgewater College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Alin Bakken
Ridgewater College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Nissa Washburn
Riverland College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Olena Berezovska
Riverland College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Eric Chouinard
Riverland College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Andrew Howe
Riverland College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Natasha Spear
Riverland College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Kaylin Wolf
Rochester Community & Technical College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Devin Culhane
Rochester Community & Technical Collage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Trevor Hesley
Saint Paul College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Maureen Gitlin
South Central College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Abigail Higginbotham
South Central College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Xuan Li
South Central College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Elizabeth Luepke

*NE stands for Northeast Higher Education District, a consortium of five state colleges: Hibbing, Itasca, Mesabi Range, Rainy River, and Vermilion.



Alexandria Technical & Community College

Major: Accounting
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Morris

A native to Alexandria, Minn., Mariah Tvrdik chose Alexandria Technical 
& Community College as the place to pursue a degree in accounting. She is 
involved with Business Professionals of  America, DEX/Decca chapter, and 
Phi Theta Kappa, where she currently serves as president. "We have really 
shown the community that Phi Theta Kappa is a leader in this community 
through the time and effort we give. This worthy cause made me feel like 
a leader, and that I can create change and awareness." After completing her 
Associate in Applied Science degree in accounting, Mariah would like to 
transfer to the University of  Minnesota Morris to study abroad and complete 
her bachelor's degree. From there, she hopes to become an accountant with a 
larger firm that works with foreign subsidiaries and possibly obtain her master's 
degree, become an accounting instructor or a Certified Public Accountant.

Mariah Tvrdik

Alexandria Technical & Community College

Major: Interior Design
Future Plans: Intern in Vancouver, start own business

Kelsey Warren hails from Parkers Prairie, Minn., a small town of  nearly 
1,000 people that is home to AbbeyMoor Medical and NASA astronaut 
Karen Nyberg. As a student at Alexandria Technical & Community College, 
Kelsey has been president of  Design Connection, member of  Phi Theta 
Kappa, member of  the National Kitchen & Bath Association and a number 
of  other professional organizations. Knowing that her behavior is being 
modeled by the younger generations watching, Kelsey has taken care to be a 
good steward and citizen in her community. "[Younger children] watch our 
every move. We are their idols, and they watch what we do and will follow 
in our footsteps."

Kelsey warren



Anoka-Ramsey Community College

Major: Genetics and Cell Development
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Twin Cities

Jeanne Wigant was recently accepted to the College of  Biological Sciences at 
the University of  Minnesota where she plans on majoring in genetics and cell 
development. After completing her bachelor's degree, her goal is to attend the 
University of  Minnesota medical school and simultaneously earn her doctor 
of  medicine and doctor of  philosophy, with the hope of  becoming either a 
medical research physician or cosmetic surgeon. Jeanne is vice president of  
leadership for Phi Theta Kappa, a peer tutor, a mentor for Bridgebuilders 
for Kids, a children's ministry volunteer for Horizons Community Church, 
a board of  directors member for the Turtle Ponds Townhome Association, 
a volunteer for the Anoka-Ramsey Community College Annual Candlelight 
Ski, volunteer for Meals on Wheels and volunteer for Feed My Starving 
Children. "[Phi Theta Kappa] has been the catalyst that has allowed me to 
fully understand that I can make a significant contribution to many things, 
whether it is my school, community or society as a whole."

Jeanne Wigant

Anoka-Ramsey Community College

Major: Liberal Arts
Future Plans: Hamline University

A resident of  Wyoming, Minn., Alison Moen is completing her associate's 
degree at Anoka-Ramsey Community College. Alison intends to transfer 
to Hamline University and study criminal justice next year, though she is 
still deciding what career path she intends to take with her education. 
"My decision to major in Criminal Justice started with a combination of  
experiences from my 'Intro to Crime and Criminology' course taught by an 
instructor at my community college and the unique assignment she gave of  
doing an ethnographic observation at the Anoka County District Court." 
When she's not busy studying to maintain her 4.0 grade point average, Alison 
enjoys spending time with family and friends, being outside, and reading.

Alison Moen



Anoka Technical College

Major: Information Technology Management
Future Plans: Manager in the IT field

As president of  his Phi Theta Kappa chapter, Noel Lutsey has developed a 
theme for the group of  "Democratization of  Information: Power, Peril and 
Promise," with the hope of  providing equal access and information to all 
students. Citing an example of  this philosophy, Noel stated, "One way I've used 
my education to help achieve these goals is by making learning available to my 
peers via the skills I have learned in my information technology classes." Noel 
is president of  Student Senate, chairman of  the Technology Fee Committee, 
and a member of  the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Presidential 
Search committee. He also has been recognized as a Minnesota State College 
Student Association leadership scholar, Terry O'Banion Student Technology 
award nominee, honor role student and scholarship winner. Once he completes 
his degree, Noel hopes to take on a management role in the information 
technology career to coach people to successful careers and lives.

Noel Lutsey

Anoka Technical College

Major: Medical Assistant
Future Plans: Metropolitan State University

LeAnn Santana, a resident of  Glenwood, Minn., plans on attending Metropolitan 
State University to complete her Bachelor of  Science in Nursing and become 
a registered nurse. As a student in the medical assisting program at Anoka 
Technical College, LeAnn has had the good fortune to apply her learning 
experience in a way that will improve the experience for future students. "I have 
applied my leadership skills to ensure that medical students will be fully equipped 
for the demands of  the twenty-first century health care workplace. My education 
has shown me where improvements could be made in the medical programs 
at Anoka Technical College and what needs to be done to make our graduates 
the most desired workers in the community. In addition to her academic 
responsibilities, LeAnn is a member of  Student Senate, the Diversity Committee, 
the Technology Fees Committee, Phi Theta Kappa, North Suburban Optimist 
Club and chairperson for the First Book - Greater Minneapolis/St. Paul, a 
branch of  the National Book Bank.

LeAnn Santana



Central Lakes College

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: Career as mental health nurse

Hailing from Elk River, Minn., home of  four professional hockey players, 
Lacy Johnson is a nursing student at Central Lakes College with the hope of  
becoming an advanced practice nurse specializing in mental health, a field 
she became interested in after working with clients who have memory care 
issues, dementia and Alzheimer's. Lacy is a committed student, earning a 3.52 
grade point average, a place on the Dean's List, membership in Phi Theta 
Kappa, and an invitation to be a representative for the nursing delegation 
going to Australia in 2011. When she isn't focused on her studies, Lacy 
enjoys scrapbooking, reading, traveling, scuba diving, gardening, decorating 
and spending time with family. Summarizing her success, Lacy referenced 
a quote from Robert Collier. "Success is the sum of  small efforts, repeated 
day in and day out."

Lacy Johnson

Century College

Major: Dietetics
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's degree and beyond

Having received assistance from government programs like Women, Infants 
and Children (WIC) and seeing a family member struggling to overcome an 
eating disorder, Stacy Nelson is passionate about her future career in dietetics. 
She plans on pursuing her bachelor's, master's and - possibly - a doctorate 
and hopes to become a registered dietician and work for a government-
run program focused on health and nutrition or aid individuals with eating 
disorders. "I would like to work with people battling illnesses and help educate 
people to make healthy choices." In addition to maintaining a 3.69 grade point 
average, Stacy is also involved with Phi Theta Kappa, Student Ambassadors 
and Student Support Services/TRiO. "I am obtaining an education to better 
not only my son's life, but mine and, ultimately, our society. Those with 
knowledge have the opportunity to make great contributions to our society."

Stacy NElson



Century College

Major: Secondary Education
Future Plans: Bemidji State University or University 
of  Wisconsin River Falls

Native to the Twin Cities area, Patricia Whetstone is studying secondary 
education at Century College in White Bear Lake, Minn. Patricia is an 
active member of  Phi Theta Kappa, vocalist in the Century College 
Choir, and a sales associate at Party City in Woodbury. Her academic 
achievements have earned her a 3.7 grade point average, as well as the 
honor of  being named a Tozer Scholar. Following graduation, Patricia 
hopes to earn her bachelor's degree at either Bemidji State University or 
the University of  Wisconsin River Falls, then pursue a career as a high 
school biology teacher.

Patricia Whetstone

Dakota County Technical College

Major: Automotive Technician
Future Plans: Own an automotive repair business

For Awbre Henry, home is the island nation of  Jamaica, located 90 miles 
south of  Cuba. A believer in the passage Philippians 4:13 from the Bible 
- "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!" - Awbre has 
set out to accomplish as much as possible. He is an active member of  
Lion's Club, Auto Club, and is president of  Phi Theta Kappa. He is also 
diligent with his studies, earning a 3.88 grade point average and making the 
President's List. Awbre plans to use the skills and knowledge he acquires in 
the Automotive Technician program at Dakota County Technical College 
to own a customer- and community-oriented automotive repair shop.

Awbre Henry



Dakota County Technical College

Major: Graphic Design/Multimedia & Web Development
Future Plans: Employment in the design industry

With an entrepreneurial spirit that is leading her to start her own graphic 
and multimedia design business, Joyce Ludwig is making good use of  the 
valuable resources available to her as a student. She is an active member 
and president of  the Multicultural Student Leadership Association, vice 
president of  Phi Theta Kappa, member of  Student Senate, and volunteer 
with a variety of  events including Feed My Starving Children and Armful of  
Love. She was also a critical member of  a service learning project her graphic 
design class completed, which involved creating artwork for buildings 
owned by the City of  Rosemount. In speaking of  the work she has done 
at the college, Joyce noted, "It gives me a true sense of  accomplishment, 
which results in me walking with my head held high in pride."

Joyce Ludwig

Inver Hills Community College

Major: Organizational Management and Leadership
Future Plans: Concordia University

Wanda Ortmann calls Minot, N.D., her hometown. She is completing 
coursework at Inver Hills Community College with plans to transfer 
and earn a bachelor's degree in organizational management and 
leadership from Concordia University in St. Paul, Minn. "I will apply my 
skills in companies to identify and implement needed changes across 
organizations. I have a strong natural ability to see the big picture and tie 
it directly to implementation details." Wanda is involved with Minnesota 
Literacy Council, the Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging, Phi Theta 
Kappa, Student Life and volunteers as a negotiator and advocate for 
individuals with extraordinarily difficult issues involving property and 
finance. Her work and commitment to academic excellence earned her 
a variety of  scholarships and recognition, including a nomination for the 
Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship. 

Wanda Ortmann



Inver Hills Community College

Major: Education
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's degree

Katherine Pelletier is from Burnsville, Minn., and an education major 
at Inver Hills Community College. Kathy hopes to study abroad while 
pursuing her bachelor's degree in order to gain more world prospective and 
bring knowledge back to her community and career to help her shape future 
generations. She is a volunteer at Oak Grove Elementary and The Rivers 
Retirement Community, helps with highway clean-ups and takes part in 
Phi Theta Kappa, Academic Quality Improvement Project Committee and 
Student Senate on campus. Kathy has been named to the dean's list three 
times and is nominated for and has received a number of  scholarships. In 
reflecting on her college experience so far, Kathy highlights her volunteer 
work in the Bloomington public school system as being most important to 
her. "Children are the future and it is amazing to teach them skills that will 
help them succeed later in life.”

Katherine Pelletier

Lake Superior College

Major: IT Specialist - Network Administration
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's degree

A cross-country skier, runner and 4.0 student, Keegan Jacobson of  Duluth, 
Minn., is taking full advantage of  the educational and career opportunities 
before him. He is currently pursuing his Associate of  Applied Science in 
IT Specialist: Network Administration at Lake Superior College and hopes 
to finish his Associate of  Arts shortly after. Keegan then hopes to earn a 
bachelor's degree at either The College of  St. Scholastica or the University 
of  Wisconsin Superior and get his career underway, possibly starting off  
by working in Duluth. His ultimate goal would be to work in information 
technology at a larger company in some other part of  the country, then 
continue to advance within the organization.

 

Keegan Jacobson



Lake Superior College

Major: Professional Nursing
Future Plans: The College of  St. Scholastica

Ellen Seibel hails from McGregor, Minn., and is a nursing student. She is 
a member of  Phi Theta Kappa, a phlebotomist, a member of  her church 
worship team and a volunteer for many health-related activities in the Duluth 
area. Ellen also enjoys taking hikes with her three dogs and playing guitar and 
the mandolin. After finishing courses at Lake Superior College, Ellen plans 
on transferring to the The College of  St. Scholastica in Duluth to complete 
her Bachelor of  Science in Nursing and beginning her career as a registered 
nurse. She also hopes to go on mission trips where she can use her nursing 
skills in countries where health care standards could be improved.

Ellen Seibel

Minneapolis Community & Technical College

Major: Human Services
Future Plans: Metropolitan State University

A native to Minneapolis, Kariim Adam has taken advantage of  his proximity 
to Minneapolis Community & Technical College to become a student in the 
human services program. Kariim serves as a board member for West Bank 
Community Coalition and peer mentor for TRiO, a nationwide, federally 
funded organization of  projects committed to providing educational 
opportunity for all Americans regardless of  race, ethnic background or 
economic circumstance. He also demonstrates academic excellence, earning 
a 4.0 grade point average that he chalks up to one important learning 
technique. "As a student, it is more effective to break material into small 
chunks than to study it all at once." Once he completes his associate's, he 
hopes to earn a bachelor's degree at Metropolitan State University. 

Kariim Adam



Minneapolis Community & Technical College

Major: Political Science
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Twin Cities

A native of  South St. Paul, Minn., Geoffrey Dittberner is a political science 
major at Minneapolis Community & Technical College who plans on pursuing 
his bachelor's degree at the University of  Minnesota Twin Cities and eventually 
earning a law or master's degree in public policy. Much of  Geoff's interest in 
politics comes from his civic engagement activities, which motivate him to seek a 
career in state or federal government or as a lobbyist for a nonprofit organization. 
His passion for politics is clear as he describes balancing the challenges of  working 
on a campaign and being a full-time student. "Throughout the campaign, I 
was determined to maintain my excellent academic standing. I worked on my 
homework in the hotels at night, often falling asleep fully clothed with a textbook 
in one hand and a highlighter in the other." In addition to maintaining a grade 
point average of  3.77, Geoff  is the vice president of  the Minnesota State College 
Student Association and a member of  Phi Theta Kappa. 

Geoffrey Dittberner

Minnesota State College - Southeast Technical

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: Career in emergency or trauma nursing

With a desire to pursue a career in emergency or trauma nursing with a 
secondary specialty in neonatal intensive care, Abbie Dille has demonstrated 
academic and personal excellence as a nursing student at Minnesota State 
College - Southeast Technical. In addition to maintaining a 4.0 grade point 
average, Abbie is president of  Phi Theta Kappa, president of  Student 
Senate, a student leader on the Nursing Faculty-Student Committee and 
a fellow for the League of  Women Voters Fellows program. In reflecting 
on her experience as a student, Abbie recognizes the value of  time at 
Minnesota State College - Southeast Technical. "A community college is 
a great place to make friends out of  fellows students and faculty, and to 
create a network for your future."

Abbie Dille



Minnesota State Community & Technical College

Major: Liberal Arts and Sciences
Future Plans: Concordia College

DeNell Lynn Peterson calls Fargo, N.D., her hometown. Deeply interested 
in foreign relations and global affairs, DeNell's hopes to one day take on a 
career in that area. She is committed to her academic success, earning the 
honors of  Phi Theta Kappa membership and a 2011 International Scholar 
Laureate Program nomination. DeNell also follows the words and example 
of  Ghandi, volunteering for United Blood Services, the local food pantry and 
local crisis center. "Mahatma Ghandi said, "You must be the change you wish 
to see in the world." As a proud member of  Phi Theta Kappa, I embrace 
Ghandi's message as an example of  the honor society's mission to recognize 
and encourage the academic achievement of  students  while providing 
opportunity for individual growth and development." After completing her 
degree at Minnesota State Community & Technical College, DeNell plans to 
transfer to Concordia College and earn a degree in global studies.

Denell Peterson

Minnesota State Community & Technical College

Major: Business
Future Plans: Become president of  Barwin Farms

A native of  Fargo, N.D., Mari Beth Reitmeier is hoping to use the skills 
and knowledge acquired in the business program at Minnesota State 
Community & Technical College to become president of  Barwin Farms, a 
private farming company headquartered in Crookston, Minn. Mari Beth's 
desire to take on this role is clearly outlined in a short but poignant quote 
taken from her essay on how her college experience has impacted her: " I 
fight for the little guys." When she isn't tackling the challenges of  business, 
Mari Beth is active in Student Government, Phi Theta Kappa, Special 
Olympics coaching and the Area 6 management team.

Mari BEth Reitmeier



Minnesota West Community & Technical College

Major: Computer Support, Information Security Assurance
Future Plans: Career in information technology field

Originally from Kansas City, Mo., Robin Jones has found a place to learn and 
grow at Minnesota West Community & Technical College. Robin is studying 
for a career in the information technology field, where she is considering career 
options ranging from information security management to entrepreneur of  
a computer optimization business. Robin is an active fundraiser for the local 
high school band program, emcee for the annual Fiesta Parade, supporter of  
the Arts in the Schools program,  assistant for campus visits, and committee 
member for a variety of  Minnesota State Colleges and Universities information 
technology usability studies. Her hard work has resulted in being the recipient 
of  a variety of  scholarships and awards. In reflecting on her success, Robin 
shares her personal philosophy. "I have learned that as I improve myself, I am 
better equipped to contribute to society in a meaningful way.  This tenet, and 
a sense of  humor, define my life and focus my energy."

Robin Jones

Minnesota West Community & Technical College

Major: Speech Pathology
Future Plans: Minnesota State University, Mankato

Sarah Suby comes from Brewster, Minn., a community of  a little more 
than 500 people located in the southwest corner of  the state. As a student 
at Minnesota West Community & Technical College, Sarah is involved 
with volleyball, Phi Theta Kappa, coaching, and community service. She 
has received a variety of  academic honors, including being named to the 
Dean's List and a 2009-2010 Athletic Scholar, and hopes to use her success 
to eventually earn a master's degree in speech pathology from Minnesota 
State University, Mankato. Of  particular note, Sarah has found being a 
student athlete has given her the tools necessary for a successful future. 
"[My experiences have] created two high standards - success in academics 
and athletics. Volleyball has also impacted me intellectually and helped me 
learn a vital life skill: teamwork."

Sarah Suby



Minnesota West Community & Technical College

Major: Pharmacy
Future Plans: South Dakota State University

Dayton Williamson of  Worthington, Minn., is studying pharmacy at 
Minnesota West Community & Technical College. Dayton is active in Phi 
Theta Kappa, Student Senate, football, tutoring and mentoring. He also 
works as lifeguard and swimming lessons instructor. Dayton has received 
several scholarships for his academic and personal achievements, as well as 
recognition on the Dean's List. "Minnesota West Community and Technical 
College has provided me with many opportunities for involvement.  I have 
been able to grow intellectually and socially and apply those skills towards 
becoming a successful student. I have and will continue to develop my 
confidence and skills which in turn will  make me a better leader." After 
completing his associate's degree at Minnesota West, Dayton plans on 
continuing his pharmacy education at South Dakota State University.

Dayton Williamson

Normandale Community College

Major: Business/Risk Management
Future Plans: Cornell, Columbia or Carlson

A native of  Richfield, Minn., Toby Pegors is studying business and risk 
management. Toby is involved with Phi Theta Kappa, Kappa Beta Delta, 
Student Senate, the American Cancer Society Relay for Life, Motorcycle 
Club, Ambassadors, Student Life Budget Committee, Kopp Student Design 
Committee, and the City of  Richfield. "My involvement in various activities 
and leadership roles has given me more during my college experience 
than all my classes combined." Toby has also published and obtained 
the copyright for a study guide and released the copyright of  intellectual 
property for instructional use. Through his extracurricular endeavors, Toby 
has been named a Phi Theta Kappa Distinguished Officer, Min-Wi-Kota 
Regional Distinguished Officer, and was nominated for the Normandale 
Student Leader Award. Toby intends to pursue his bachelor's degree and 
eventually work in risk management for a small- to medium-sized company 
with growth potential.

Toby Pegors



Normandale Community College

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: Transfer for advanced degrees and credentials

Originally from Los Angeles, Calif., Elizabeth Schecter has made Minnesota 
a short stop on what will undoubtedly by an exciting journey. She plans to 
transfer from Normandale and earn her Bachelor of  Science in Nursing, 
then spend a year working for Manoa Senior Care in Hawaii. Elizabeth 
would then like travel to India to work as a nurse and study traditional 
Indian healing techniques. In addition to demonstrating academic excellence 
in the classroom, Elizabeth is using her time at Normandale to volunteer 
on- and off-campus through Americorps, logging more than 300 volunteer 
hours each year and allowing her to take on leadership roles that equip her 
for her future career. "The courses I've taken at Normandale Community 
College have given me skills to confidently handle interpersonal dynamics 
and naturally step into leadership roles." 

Elizabeth Schecter

Northeast Higher Education District - Itasca

Major: Engineering
Future Plans: Iron Range Engineering

Originally from Apple Valley, Minn., Eric Diep has hit his stride as an 
engineering student at Itasca Community College. He holds a 3.7 grade 
point average, tutors in the areas of  science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, mentors for FIRST Robotics, and has been recognized for 
logging more than 50 hours of  volunteer work in an academic year. Eric is 
a member of  the Engineering Leadership Group, Phi Theta Kappa, and the 
Outdoor Adventure Club, and is a medical devices research and development 
intern for the University of  Minnesota Duluth. After graduation, Eric plans 
to continue his education at Iron Range Engineering to earn his bachelor's 
degree. "I intend to be on the forefront of  biomedical engineering through 
reverse engineering the human brain, developing materials compatible with the 
human body and engineering human tissue. Additionally, I hope to contribute 
to a greener future by improving renewable energy and energy storage 
methods, as well as reducing waste through better recycling techniques."

Eric Diep



Northeast Higher Education District - Itasca

Major: Mechanical Engineering
Future Plans: Iron Range Engineering

A current resident of  Grand Rapids, Minn., Katherine Marking is looking forward 
to May when she will graduate from Itasca Community College (ICC) with her 
associate's degree and transfer to Iron Range Engineering (IRE) in Virginia, 
Minn. As a student at IRE, Katherine will be part of  a project-based learning 
approach that will pair her with businesses in the region to gain experience. 
Once she has earned her bachelor's degree in engineering from IRE, Katherine 
hopes to land a job in northern Minnesota and eventually work towards a Master 
of  Business Administration. Katherine is involved with Project Lead the Way, 
Engineering Student Life, ICC Engineering Arts, Engineering Basketball League, 
Engineering Camp and was a Study Abroad student in Denmark. Katherine 
has been recognized extensively for her achievement, including being named a 
New Horizon Scholar, Project Lead the Way Scholar, Phi Theta Kappa member, 
Woman in Engineering Scholar and Lyman Loveland's Math and Science Scholar.

Katherine Marking

Northeast Higher Education District - Mesabi Range

Major: Pharmacy
Future Plans: Drake University

Erin Gentilini is a native of  Virginia, Minn. As a student at Mesabi Range 
Community & Technical College, Erin has maintained a 3.8 grade point 
average while studying to become a pharmacy major at Drake University, 
a private university in Iowa best known for the Drake Relays and its law, 
pharmacy and journalism programs. Erin enjoys figure skating and is 
involved with Math and Science Club, Student Senate and Phi Theta Kappa. 

Erin Gentilini



Northland Community & Technical College

Major: Aviation Maintenance Technology
Future Plans: University of  North Dakota

Houston Kirkeide is a resident of  Thief  River Falls, Minn., and an aviation 
maintenance technology major at Northland Community & Technical 
College. This fall, he plans on transferring to the University of  North Dakota 
to continue his education and eventually take a job in the general or corporate 
aviation field. Houston is involved with Phi Theta Kappa, Student Senate and 
PAMA Club and enjoys flying, hunting and sailing. He has been named to 
the president's list, elected president of  the Student Senate and PAMA Club, 
named Airman of  the Year in 2008, earned two achievement medals, and 
is an honors graduate from basic training. Houston lives by the philosophy, 
"A positive attitude, good work ethic, and good motivation will take you 
anywhere you want to go in life."

Houston Kirkeide

Northland Community & Technical College

Major: Computer Networking & Service
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's degree

A well-rounded student in the computer networking and service program 
at Northland Community & Technical College, Jason Misialek of  Grand 
Forks, N.D., enjoys a range of  activities that include softball league, 
reading, walking, exercising and taking his dog to the local dog park. Jason 
demonstrates a clear commitment to his academic endeavors, earning a 3.88 
overall grade point average, making the president's list three consecutive 
semesters and honored with membership in Phi Theta Kappa.  Reflecting 
on his experience as a student, Jason recognizes that community colleges 
are a valuable resource to those wanting to make a change in their life. 
"Community college represents the most significant equalizing effect for 
adult educational opportunities." After completing his degree at Northland 
Community & Technical College, Jason hopes to earn a bachelor's degree 
in computer technology management.

Jason Misialek



Northland Community & Technical College

Major: Liberal Arts
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's degree in psychology

Andrew Perry is a resident of  Grand Forks, N.D., and student at Northland 
Community & Technical College where he has earned a 4.0 grade point 
average, is part of  the men's basketball team and an active member of  
Phi Theta Kappa. When Andrew first arrived on campus, he was unsure 
what career field he intended to pursue, so he elected to earn an associate's 
degree in liberal arts in order to sample different course options. Thanks 
to the experiences and guidance he received at Northland, Andrew now 
intends to transfer to a four-year college or university and study psychology. 

Andrew Perry

Northland Community & Technical College

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: University of  North Dakota

Travis Surface is a native of  Grand Forks, N.D., the third largest city in 
North Dakota and a flood-prone area due to its location at the fork of  
the Red River and Red Lake River. He is a nursing student at Northland 
Community & Technical College, president of  his Phi Theta Kappa chapter 
and has maintained a 3.8 grade point average. Travis plans to continue his 
education at the University of  North Dakota, the state's second largest 
employer and oldest university. After earning his bachelor's, Travis plans to 
become a nurse practitioner in mental health, a field the Bureau of  Labor 
Statistics projects will have 20 percent job growth in the next decade.

Travis Surface



Ridgewater College

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: Bethel University or St. Cloud State University

Alin Paul Bakken hails from Pelican Rapids, a town of  roughly 2,500 
resident located in Otter Tail County, Minn., and home to the world's 
largest pelican, which stands on Mill Pond Dam on the Pelican River. Alin 
is an active student at Ridgewater College, serving as president of  the 
Multicultural Club, an ambassador for Ridgewater's College Ambassador 
program and vice president of  leadership for Phi Theta Kappa. He has 
demonstrated academic excellence, earning a 3.68 grade point average 
and twice named to the dean's list, and has hopes of  using the skills and 
knowledge he acquires at Ridgewater College to become a registered nurse 
specializing in pediatrics.

Alin Bakken

Ridgewater College

Major: Pre-Med
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Morris

Nissa Washburn is a resident of  Granite Falls, Minn. With plans to become 
an EMT this summer in order to get more experience in the field, it is no 
surprise Nissa has her sights set on a career in the medical field. She plans on 
attending the University of  Minnesota Morris to earn a bachelor's degree in 
biology or biochemistry, then select a medical school to become a surgeon. 
At Ridgewater College, Nissa is involved with Phi Theta Kappa, Lunch 
Buddy, Multicultural Club, drama and tutoring. In reflecting on her time in 
college, Nissa noted the project impacting her most was the Walk for Hunger. 
"It made me realize my passion in helping and taking care of  those in need."

Nissa Washburn



Riverland Community College

Major: Finance/Economics
Future Plans: Pursue a bachelor's and master's degree

A native of  Kherson, Ukraine, Olena Berezovska is hoping to obtain her 
education in finance and economics to earn a bachelor's and master's degree 
and return to her home country to make an effort to aid its ailing economy. 
"I want to make positive contributions and implement changes for better and 
safer business conditions." As a student at Riverland Community College, 
Olena is president of  the International Student Club, president of  Phi Theta 
Kappa, member of  the Student Senate, found and leader of  the Banned 
Book Club and a volunteer for the Red Cross. Olena is excited about the 
experiences, skills and knowledge she has acquired as a student in the United 
States, stating "I now have a variety of  skills and knowledge that will benefit 
my academic and professional life and allow me to contribute to society. 
My authentic self  will continue to meet challenges and opportunities as I 
constantly move toward my goals."

Olena Berezovska

Riverland Community College

Major: Business
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Twin Cities

A native of  Brooklyn Center, Minn., a Twin Cities suburb of  around 30,000 
residents, Eric Chouinard chose to head south to obtain his education. 
He completed an Associate of  Arts degree with a business emphasis at 
Riverland Community College while maintaining a rigorous work schedule. 
Despite the challenges of  balancing work and school, Eric maintained a 4.0 
grade point average and is now a student at the University of  Minnesota 
Twin Cities. He is studying for a bachelor's in business management and 
plans to either continue work with his current employer or seek other 
opportunities in academics or business. 

Eric Chouinard



Riverland Community College

Major: Liberal Arts
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Twin Cities

Andrew Howe hails from Lakeville, Minn., and is earning an associate's degree 
in liberal arts from Riverland Community College in Austin, Minn. Andrew 
plans to transfer to the University of  Minnesota Twin Cities after completing 
his degree, where he says he "hopes to enter the field of  ethnoarchaelogy 
and study Bronze and Viking age Scandinavian religion and folklore. Or 
sell insurance. Whichever." When he isn't studying to find a way to single 
handedly save the economy, Andrew enjoys reading, bicycling, school, work, 
and avoiding homework by playing games online. 

ANDREW HOWE

Riverland Community College

Major: Kinesiology and Pre-Veterinary Medicine
Future Plans: University of  Minnesota Twin Cities

Natasha Spear calls Waseca, Minn., her hometown. She is a kinesiology 
and pre-veterinarian major who plays guitar and piano and is involved with 
soccer, volunteering, running, choir, journalism and speech and theater, 
earning awards for her acting and speaking abilities at both local and 
national levels. Natasha has a 3.99 grade point average and plans to transfer 
to the University of  Minnesota Twin Cities, to earn a bachelor's degree 
in kinesiology and, eventually, a doctorate in veterinary medicine. Natasha 
credits her accomplishments to her internal drive and ambition. "Hard 
work and passion are the keys to accomplishment. It is about believing 
in and pursuing the opportunities and letting our ambitions take us on 
adventures to places where the numbers of  lives we touch and the lessons 
to be learned are endless."

Natasha Spear



Riverland Community College

Major: Theatre
Future Plans: University of  Wisconsin La Crosse

Kaylin is a native of  Blooming Prairie, Minn. She is studying theatre with 
hopes of  obtaining both bachelor's and master's degrees in fine arts. Upon 
completing her education, her dream is to move to New York City and work 
on-stage as an actress, or behind the scenes as a costume designer or make-
up artist. While at Riverland, Kaylin has demonstrated academic excellence 
by maintaining a 3.94 grade point average. She is active in Phi Theta Kappa 
and the Riverland Community College theatre department, acting in nine 
productions and building sets for five in the last two years. Off-campus, 
Kaylin is a veteran 4-Her, serving as a member of  the Rabbit Project 
Development Committee, president of  Steele County's 4-H program, a 
Minnesota State 4-H ambassador, and recipient of  4-H's highest honor, the 
Gold Key Award.

Kaylin Wolf

Rochester Community & Technical College

Major: Biology, Pre-Med
Future Plans: Bachelor's degree and medical school

A resident of  Rochester, Devin Culhane is a pre-med and biology student 
at Rochester Community & Technical College. Devin has turned in a 
stellar academic performance during his time as a student, earning a 3.9 
grade point average. He intends to continue his education, first earning 
a bachelor's degree and eventually heading for medical school. Devin is 
a Student Senator, Certified Rochester City Forester, Phi Theta Kappa 
president, peer tutor, community event volunteer, and a committee member 
for a variety of  projects on campus. Reflecting on his service to the college 
and community, Devin stated, "I am saddened by the consumer world in 
which we are living. It is my goal to give back more than I take. Education 
is key to that future."

Devin Culhane



Rochester Community & Technical College

Major: Nursing
Future Plans: Undecided

Originally a resident of  St. Paul, Minn., Trevor Hesley now resides in 
Rochester, Minn., where he is getting the education necessary to first become 
a licensed practical nurse, then a registered nurse, and eventually work on a 
surgical floor or intensive care unit. As a student at Rochester Community & 
Technical College (RCTC), Trevor is an active member and director of  service 
in Phi Theta Kappa, the sponsorship coordinator for the RCTC Foundation 
Beat the Odds fundraising campaign, a volunteer for Student Welcome Day, a 
volunteer for the Alzheimer's Memory Walk, and was a presenter for Honors 
in Action. Trevor hopes that his personal challenges with emotional problems, 
abuse and abandonment, as well as his desire to give back to the community, 
will allow him to become a speaker or an author on the subject. "My goal 
by doing this would be to give people hope and reassurance that they can 
conquer their past and have a happy, successful life now and in the future 
despite what they have been through."

Trevor Hesley

Saint Paul College

Major: Health Information Technology

Future Plans: Pursue career in a long-term care facility

Maureen Gitlin hails from St. Paul, Minn. As a student at Saint Paul College, 
Maureen is active with Student Life Committee, Phi Theta Kappa, PRISM, 
and the Academic Support Center. This involvement on campus has allowed 
her to interact with students from a variety of  countries. "These students 
have not only shared their work with me, but their culture as well. I have had 
the chance to learn about what brought them to the United States, what their 
lives have been like in Minnesota, their faith traditions, and - most importantly 
- their dreams for the future." Once Maureen completes her degree in Health 
Information Technology, she hopes to use the experience she has gained in 
her coursework and internship to gain a position at a long-term care facility 
for senior citizens. 

Maureen Gitlin



South Central College

Major: Liberal Arts and Sciences
Future Plans: Transfer to earn bachelor's degree

A native of  Mankato, Minn., Abigail Higginbotham is a busy student at 
South Central College where she is majoring in liberal arts and sciences. 
She is involved with Phi Theta Kappa, works full-time as a community 
living coordinator supporting individuals with developmental disabilities, 
volunteers for an animal welfare organization she helped to found, gardens, 
reads, spends time outdoors and with family, friends and her cats. Abigail 
intends to pursue her bachelor's degree in social work after graduation and 
hopes to do work relating to social justice issues. "I would like to help 
alleviate poverty in the United States and improve conditions for people 
with fewer resources. This will come through public awareness and 
decreasing stigma, but also from creating a more equitable system that will 
benefit more people in this country."

Abigail Higginbotham

South Central College

Major: General Education
Future Plans: Career as a successful businesswoman

Coming to South Central College in Faribault, Minn., all the way from 
Xinyu, China, Xuan Li is working on her associate's degree to lay the 
foundation for a career as a successful businesswoman. Xuan is the 
director of  communications for Student Senate, secretary for the Business 
Professionals of  America chapter, and member of  Phi Theta Kappa on her 
campus. She was also the recipient of  the South Central College Student 
Senate Leadership Scholarship and the Faribault Senior High Alumni & 
Friends Scholarship. In reflecting on her time at South Central, Xuan points 
to her participation in Phi Theta Kappa as a highlight. "I'm very proud that I 
joined Phi Theta Kappa and thankful to be supported by the organization."

Xuan Li



South Central College

Major: Accounting
Future Plans: Franklin University

A native of  Mankato, Minn., Elizabeth Luepke is a busy student at South 
Central College. She is an active church member, Cub Scout mom, MVAC 
Tax Volunteer, March of  Dimes Volunteer, Phi Theta Kappa member and  
Business Professional of  America (BPA) member. A major achievement as 
a BPA member was her team placing third in the country at the BPA Small 
Business Management Team Competition in California in May 2010. "Out 
of  twenty-one members of  our school’s BPA chapter who participated in 
the national competition, our Small Business Management Team was the 
only event from our school that placed nationally.  We were proud and 
honored to represent our school and so thrilled in our accomplishment!" 
After attaining her associate's degree at South Central, Elizabeth plans to 
earn a bachelor's degree in accounting at Franklin University.

Elizabeth Luepke


